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	 So, we continue into the 
holiday season! I hope we’ve 
worked off the extra weight from 
Thanksgiving. I hope we’ve also 
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	 I awoke on October 27 
to the horrific news a man 
opened fire in a Pittsburgh 
synagogue, killing 11 
congregants and wounding 
six others. The report was 
unconscionable: A man 
entered a place of worship 
and shot defenseless, innocent 
people. They were celebrating 
the Hebrew naming of a baby 
at Tree of Life synagogue. 
The next day I prayed with 
others at my synagogue for 
the victims and their families. 
	 This evil act brought 
me back to the tragedy of 
September 11, 2001, and a 
pivotal moment in my life.
	 Jewish culture and values 
have always been integral 
parts of my upbringing. My 
earliest memories are steeped 
with Jewish customs and 
traditions: lighting menorah 
candles and making latkes 
to celebrate Hanukah. My 
parents instilled in me the 
value and appreciation of 
my Jewish heritage. What’s 
more, I have always had a 
strong interest in Israel. 
	 My parents belonged to 
Har Zion synagogue when 
was born. I began my Jewish 
education there when I was 
nine. My sister and I were 
fortunate to be called to read 

the Torah together, a double 
blessing during our B’nai 
Mitzvah. Jewish law allowed 
us to celebrate jointly because 
we are close in age.
	 Our religious event was 
scheduled for September 
13, 2001. Two days earlier, 
planes hit the World Trade 
Center and the Pentagon. My 
parents and extended family 
were devastated. It seemed 
unfathomable to celebrate our 
B’nai Mitzvah in light of this 
tragedy. We contemplated 
canceling the event. Friends and 
family could not travel by plane 
since airports were closed. My 
parent’s decision to proceed 
with the B’nai Mitzvah, 
however, speaks volumes about 
our Jewish faith.
	 Our B’nai Mitzvah was 
more poignant than we could 
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	 U.S. Rep. Brendan Boyle (D-
PA) was on campus Oct. 24 to 
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	 Playful dogs are what the doctor ordered to relieve students’ stress on the West Campus of 
Montgomery County Community College on Oct. 17. The therapy dogs, Tessa and Toby, were both 
rescued at approximately six months of age. Students surrounded the dogs and sat on the floor, playing; 
smiles lit up their faces. Carol and Pamela, the owners of the playful pups, who kindly brought them in, 
are the real heroes of the story. The dogs wore service vests that made students a little hesitant to pet the 
dogs, yet Carol and Pamela convinced them to go ahead. This is their third year bringing the dogs into 
the school, and the students seemed to love it. Being able to take time away from the stress of a test, or 
a long class, to relax and hang out with a couple of frisky pups can really turn a student’s day around.
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Ashley Bauer
The Montgazette Contributor
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	 In movies where a professor 
speaks words of life to a student 
body, encouraging them to press 
on, that professor could be based on 
Montgomery County Community 
College’s Dr. Craig Smith. He has 
put much thought into how to help 
students succeed. It begins when they 
first arrive on campus.
	 New students can become 
overwhelmed by new people, 
surroundings and workloads. Smith, the 
Director of Student Retention and 
Success,  developed the  Theory of 
First-Year Engagement, which focuses 
on helping students stay in college and 
graduate. The key is connection. When 
new students interact with faculty 
and staff members, they begin  to 
develop  positive bonds in this new 
stage of life.
	 Smith’s theory is gaining 

attention. He spoke Nov. 27 at the 6th 
Annual Conference on Management 
and Social Science in Osaka, Japan, 
about the importance of connection 
for student retention. 
	 Student retention is defined as the 
percentage rate of the first-time and 
first-year undergraduate students who 
continue their education at the College 
the following year. Smith says it is 
crucially important, and that it does 
not happen by accident. “You [have 
to] make that connection and make 
[the student] feel like they’re the only 
one in the room. Talk to them. Engage 
them. Hug them. Acknowledge them,” 
he said.
	 Those personal touches are 
what students here at Montgomery 
County Community College 
experience when they encounter 
Smith. His open-door office policy 

welcomes students to sit down with 
him and not only receive academic 
advice but “life” advice as well. He 
takes the time to really get to know 
the students. “I’m good at helping 
people and maximizing their 
potential,” he said.
	 Dr. Smith recognizes that 
maximizing potential must begin 
during the early days of students’ 
arrival. At Montgomery County 
Community College, he created 
Montco WOW (Weeks of Welcome) 
for the college. He explained that 
students enter the College, wander 
around and leave with a lot of 
debt, so it is important to engage 
them early in their educational 
endeavors. He also spearheaded 
Dine & Dialogue—a sit-down 
opportunity for students to engage 
with the professors of the College. 

He believes it is important to take 
the knowledge out of the classroom 
and bring it into a more intimate 
setting, conversing with faculty 
and having real-life discussion, 
so that students may get an idea 
of who their professors really are. 
Craig states that it is an opportunity 
to get a different perspective and 
to get rid of the angst, fear and 
intimidation new students can feel 
upon entering college.
	 The college years can be an 
anxious and unnerving time for 
students. Smith has a way of calming 
those nerves and teaching students 
to redirect that anxious energy and 
turn it into success. He does not do it 
behind a podium in a classroom. He 
does it from his office—with one-on-
one encounters and a smile that says, 
“I believe in you.”
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The Montgazette Editor–in–Chief



Page 10 December 2018T H E  M O N TGA Z E T T E

Saint Joseph’s University welcomes 

traditional transfer students and adult 

learners looking to take the next step in 

their educational experience, by completing 

their bachelor’s degree. 

Scholarships and �nancial aid are 
available.

Learn more by visiting sju.edu/hawktransfer.

5600 City Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19131

610-660-1300  |  admit@sju.edu

Open the door 
to a more 
meaningful life.

LIVE GREATER

 DISCOVER YOUR NEXT …

at Montgomery County Community College, Blue Bell and Pottstown campuses 

Accelerated bachelor’s degrees; six majors; one night per week;  
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	 Lorie Finn said Montgomery 
County Community College turned 
her daughter’s life around, and she 
wanted to ensure visitors at the West 
Campus in Pottstown learned the 
benefits of attending. Finn greeted 
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	 Ben Hartranft, a friend to many  
Montgomery County Community 
College students and “Mayor of North 
Penn (High School)” advocates for 
autism awareness and raises money 
to find answers for the disorder. He 
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	 On a windy afternoon, under overcast 
skies, the Montgomery County Community 
College Mustangs Women’s Soccer season 
came to an end with an 8-1 loss at the 
hands of the Bucks County Community 
College Centurions.
	 The game began well for the Mustangs, 
as Emily Crosby-Piczek netted her seventh 
goal of the season for an early 1-0 lead. 
However, the Centurions tied the game less 
than a minute later and scored the next seven 
goals to rout the Mustangs. 
	 The Centurions dominated from the 
time of possession, keeping the Mustangs 
wide, and not allowing their players to get to 
the center of the field for a clean shot. The 
Centurions, who boast two players who have 
50 points and 10 goals, used their acclaimed 
offense to pull away in the second half. 
	 Nevertheless, the Mustangs’ head coach, 
John DiCriscio, believes that there are some 
positives to be taken from this match.
	 First, DiCriscio pointed out that the 

Mustangs’ roster is almost entirely made up 
of freshmen. (The team has one sophomore.) 
Regardless, the Mustangs were still able to 
open  scoring against the Centurions’ “A line-
up,” DiCriscio said. 
	 “The match was Bucks’16th match of 
the season, compared to our sixth. I would 
consider this a positive step in the right 
direction,” DiCriscio remarked. At the same 
time, he cited defending set pieces as the area 
most in need of improvement. 
	 With the season over, players and coach 
turned to reflecting on the successes and 
failures the team experienced throughout 
the season.
	 DiCriscio said that the team’s 
cohesiveness and willingness to display 
sportsmanship throughout the season is what 
he will remember most about this team. 
	 Jess Tolkacz, a midfielder and 
goalkeeper for the Mustangs, agreed with 
DiCriscio. Tolkacz said she will always 
remember the team’s perseverance and 

desire to help one another. 
	 Tolkacz was also named Mustang “most 
improved player” by DiCriscio. Tolkacz 
stepped up to play goalkeeper due to an 
injury to freshman Johnnie Keegan, and she 
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The Business Club
at Montgomery County Community College

An award–winning MCCC club & member of the national PBL organization 

Meetings Every Wednesday
12:20 – 1:20 p.m.

Parkhouse Hall, Room 343

For Info, contact dgray@mc3.edu 
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(MyMC3 Portal > Campus Life > Engage)


