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 I want to give a big 
“welcome back” to any returning 
students and an especially warm 
welcome to students in their very 
ýrst semester. My name is Sufyan 
Davis-Arrington, and this is my 
ýrst year serving as an Editor-in-
Chief for The Montgazette. I was 
offered the opportunity to write 
for our college paper last spring 
at the beginning of my second 
semester at Montco. Initially, I 
did not think I was a good ýt for 
the organization simply because 
I did not feel that my writing was 
strong, but my English professor, 
Mrs. Bonner, felt otherwise. 
 Not long after joining, 
I developed a passion for 
journalism, especially since 
The Montgazette allows its 
contributors to write about their 
interests and passions. As a 
message for those who do not 
feel conýdent in their writing, 
this club will make you feel more 
comfortable learning journalism 
and enable you to share your 
interests with your peers and 
other members of the College.   
 This semester, with the 
utilization of vaccinations, masks, 
and social distancing, the College 

has been able to reopen campus, 
offering students the option to 
return to expanded in-person 
learning. Hopefully, this is another 
step in the right direction as we 
all collectively strive to become 
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 As a new college 
student, it’s easy to get 
overwhelmed. Many students 
are faced with home-life, 
work, and family challenges. 
According to Montgomery 
County Community College 
and Gear Up student Bryan 
Jimenez, ñGetting in the right 
mindset is important because 
college and high school are 
so different.ò 
 So where can help be 
found? Gear Up is one of 
the many Student Support 
Programs available to 
students at MCCC. It 
helps students with basic 
needs, like affording school 
supplies. (For information 
on the College’s student 
resources, contact the Student 
Success Center at 215-641-
6577 or StudentSuccess@
mc3.edu.)  However, these 
programs are something 
most students are not aware 
exist. These free programs 
assist with academic and 
non-academic challenges.  
Dr. Craig Smith, Director of 
Student Support Programs, 
said, ñIf you want it, you can 
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The effects of the pandemic 
on law enforcement

 COVID-19 has had a 
tremendous inþuence on 
every working American, 
but what has changed for the 
law enforcement community? 
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 As cool weather slowly 
sets in across eastern 
Pennsylvania, fall events 
all over the area are starting 
to ramp up. While Montco 
offers fall fun such as the 
Merrymead Fall Fest and the 
Skippack Halloween Parade, 
its neighbors in Bucks County 
have organized frights and 
fun at Peddlers Village.  
 From September 5 
to November 3, Peddler’s 
Village offers the Scarecrow 
Festival, an event that features 
a plethora of handmade 
scarecrows that resemble 
anything from a celebrity to a 
ghoulish ghost. 
 Not just anyone can 
make scarecrows; these 
scarecrows come to life 
with the help of community 
members and local 
businesses. Bob McGowan, 
the chief operating ofýcer at 
Peddlers Village, said, ñThe 
Scarecrow Festival is always 
a staple fall event for us, but 
this year, more than ever, 
it’s a great way to bring the 
community together.ò
 The Scarecrow Festival 
also gives the small businesses 
of Peddlers Village more 
attention and customers. 
Joanne Jarins, owner of Lucky 

Cupcakes in Peddlers Village, 
says, ñThe Scarecrow Fest is 
always perfect for business 
because during the festival 
we average 350 sales a day. 
Thereôs so much to do here, 
and the festival shines a light 
on the small guys.ò
 For some boos and 
brews, visitors can head 
over to Free Will Brewing 
Co., where craft beer þows 
and ambiance ýlls the air. 
Customers can also vote for 

their fave scarecrow when 
picking up one of their beers.
 Mr. McGowan continues, 
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Lansdale Township skate park: 
Community improvement

 Max Nogueda, a 
skateboarder for more than 
eight years, was ecstatic 
when ofýcials announced the 
creation of the 4th Street Park, 
saying, ñWeôve been kicked 
out of plenty of the spots in 
the area but had never really 
been given anywhere to go. 
Boards put up to block gaps, 
and grind stoppers being put 
on rails and ledges pushed us 
to other places.ò
 After long deliberation, 
Lansdale Township has 
ýnally approved, broken 
ground for, and ýnished the 
newest skate park in the area. 
Local skateboarders have 
long awaited its arrival after 
three decades of discussion. 
 Nogueda went on to 
say he has been personally 
fined several times in the 
township. Hatfield, the 
neighboring town, placed 
a ban on skateboarding 
in the streets, handing 
out fines up to $200 and 
confiscating boards. 
ñHaving a place to call 
home for us skateboarders 
is a monumental thing,” 
said Nogueda.
 Skateboarders felt they 

needed a park like football 
players need a ýeld, a place 
to feel welcomed by the 
community and not viewed 
as a nuisance. Many local 
skateboarders told the Borough 
they wanted a place to call 
home and build comradery 
among one another. 
 The skate park brings 
in all age groups, from early 
adolescents just beginning 
to learn the basics to long-
time veterans of the sport. 
Even some local pros make 
an appearance now and then. 
The design for the park keeps 
that in mind and incorporates 
different levels of skill into 
the obstacles. 
 The layout for the 
park is 9,500 square feet. 
It brings together different 
ideas for the various styles 
of skateboarding, combining 
street, þow, and transition 
into one seamless experience: 
Street being rails, ledges 
and stairs, þow being little 
humps or smaller ramps to 
gain speed and momentum, 
and transition being bigger 
ramps, such as quarter pipes, 
halfpipes, and bowls (or 
pools) ð much like viewers 

would see at the X-Games. 
 There have been other 
locations where skate parks 
were placed for a brief period, 
mostly right on the edges of 
Lansdaleôs border, but none 
of these lasted long, or they 
were otherwise removed by 
the Borough for not being up 
to code. 
 ñWedgewood,ò as it 
is known among Lansdale 
community members, was an 
infamous do-it-yourself park 
built by and for local skaters. 
It consisted of DIY ramps 
and ledges held together with 
cement and highway signs. 
 Lansdale ofýcials state 
that Wedgewood was removed 
due to substandard building 
practices and lack of permits. 
Ofýcials were worried about 
a skater getting hurt using the 
unregulated park, and code 
enforcement eventually came 
in and removed most of what 
made it a skate park. They left 
a few obstacles considered to 
be less of a danger. However, 
gutting the park further pushed 
skaters back into the streets, 
where they were not welcome. 
 After Wedgewood, 
Lansdale ofýcials got the 

hint that they were going to 
need to provide an area for 
skateboarders. Plans were 
made and the creation of 4th 
Street Park began on Feb. 
10, 2020; the park was later 
dedicated to Carl W. Saldutti. 
 Saldutti, a former 
Lansdale ofýcial who focused 
his service on bettering the 
town, was a main proponent 
of the skate park. Saldutti 
stated, ñSkateboarding is a 
mainstream activity that is 
growing in popularity. Weôre 
serving a population that 

is underserved and needs a 
place to exercise, express 
themselves, be creative and 
be outdoors.ò
 Skateboarding has roots 
in Lansdaleôs community, 
as it is the birthplace of a 
handful of professionals 
not just in this extreme 
sport, but for BMX, as well. 
Now after a long, anxious 
wait, lovers of the sport 
have been provided an 
appropriate place to practice 
and progress as welcome 
members of the community.

Carl D. Fink
MSP 111 The Montgazette Contributor

Lansdale Township skate park. 
Photo submitted by Carl D. Fink.
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 Alexandra Hewitt, a lifelong ýlm 
fan, has been waiting for the right 
time to return to the movies. Bryn 
Mawr Film Institute has been showing 
movies in the post-COVID-shutdown 
world since April, but in September, 
the theater introduced a new level 
of safety measures to ensure patron 
comfort and security. 
 Beginning Sunday, Sept. 12, 
BMFI offers in-person screenings via 
newly installed VacCinema capability. 
Every Sunday and Monday, patrons of 
the theater are required to show proof 
of vaccination as well as a photo ID 
to be able to enter the building for all 
shows, classes, and special events. 
Unvaccinated guests are still welcome 
into the building for all screenings 
Tuesday through Saturday.
 For patrons concerned about 
carrying their physical card with 
them, there is no need to worry. Clear 
photos of your vaccine card or a 
printed form from the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health website will be 
accepted, so long as the name matches 
the ID provided.
 Mike McCracken, Director of 
Theater Operations and member 
of BMFIôs COVID taskforce, says, 
ñThe biggest thing we have to 
deal with is peopleôs initial fears. 
With places like movie theaters 
and restaurants, there is a level of 
anxiety there. We have to make sure 

people feel comfortable and safe 
enough to spend two hours indoors 
with others.ò 
 Since reopening to the public 
in April, BMFI has been working to 
increase the amount of daily cleaning 
that goes into theater upkeep. 
Katie Jenaway, Box Ofýce Shift 
Supervisor, says, ñEach day, the box 
ofýce staff works to wipe down all 
surfaces with sanitizer on a regular 
basis, including theater seats. We 



Page 9November 2021 T H E  M O N TGA Z E T T E

Social media and ingenuity save a 
small business during the pandemic

 In a time where so many 
restaurants are struggling to 
survive shutdowns and lost 
business, a local business found 
ways not only to survive, but 
also to thrive during one of the 
worst economic downturns in 
modern history.
 Collegeville Italian Bakery 
is a staple in both the local 
community and Montgomery 
County. People come from all 
over to enjoy their famous pizzas, 
pastries, and pot pies. When the 
owners, husband and wife team 
Steve and Patrizia Carcarey, 
were faced with a possible 
shutdown due to Pennsylvania’s 
COVID-19 health guidelines, 
they had to develop some way 
to keep their employees working 
and customers coming into the 
bakery.
 ñThe night we were told we 
were being shut down, Steve and 
I had a brainstorming session 
and had to come up with ideas to 
keep us open,ò Patrizia Carcarey 
said. They thought back to the 
system that had gotten through 
the busiest holiday, Christmas 
Eve, when they served thousands 
of people via a drive thru, and an 
idea was born.
 “Creating a space where 
the customers feel comfortable 
was so important. The drive 
thru, along with a new point-
of-sale system, was no contact 
and convenient. We put items 
right in the car for you,ò said 
Steve Carcarey. 

 After the Collegeville 
Bakery drive thru opened, the 
owners took to social media, 
sharing their menu items 
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The fantabulous emancipation 
of one James Gunn

 When both the director and the 
studio are working toward the goal of 
crafting a compelling character story, 
a comic book blockbuster has a better 
chance of becoming a ñgoodò movie. 
DC and Warner Bros., in the process 
of revitalizing their brand of superhero 
ýlms, seem to be placing artistic 
control in the hands of directors and 
reinventing an old model for success.
 James Gunn, removed by Marvel 
and Disney from ñGuardians of the 
Galaxy, Vol. 3ò for reasons that had 
nothing to do with ñGuardiansò Vols. 
1 or 2, was picked up by their natural 
competitor, Warner Bros, who owns 
the DC franchises. 
 While Marvel has since reversed 
its decision for the ñGuardiansò 
installment, rehiring Gunn to direct 
the third sequel, the brief affair 
between DC and Gunn has given birth 
to the most uproariously fun smash-
hit of the pandemic box ofýce: ñThe 
Suicide Squad.ò
 Go see ñThe Suicide Squadò 
for the pure fun that Gunn has with 
his camera. Its rhythmic rapidity 
manages to display the ýghting 
styles of more than 15 superpowered 
baddies while keeping the audience 
up to speed on who is who and who 
wants what. The R-rating allows for 
glorious revelry in the blood and gore 
of battle, but do not make the mistake 
of calling the violence gratuitous; 
this word suggests that the bloody 
violence lacks sufýcient reason for 

display. Gunn allows nothing to enter 
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 The Philadelphia Eagles also had some good 
moments last season, with big wins against teams like the 
Giants, Cowboys, and New Orleans Saints. But at the end 
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