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 In efforts to stop the spread and 
further mutations, the newly elected Biden 
administration embraced vaccines in an 
official capacity and issued federal mandates 
for the COVID-19 vaccination. These 
mandates required that federal employees 
and health-care workers be vaccinated. They 
also required larger private employers to 
require vaccinations or weekly testing. 
 “We have the tools to combat COVID-19, 
and a distinct minority of Americans, 
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 America is home to many wonderful feats of 
engineering. From peanut butter to smartphones, 
America has brought countless innovations to the 
modern era. Its roads, however, are a massive black 
mark on an otherwise stellar track record.
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 As inflation strikes most regions 
across the country, many may wonder, 
“What even is ‘inflation,’ and why are 
my goods costing more?”
 Inflation is defined as the rate of 
increase in prices over a given time. 
CNBC says some levels of inflation 
are normal and they tend to be around 
2%. However, inflation surged to 
6.2% in October, which is higher than 
anything we have seen in America 
since November of 1990. According 
to Steven Rattner and Larry Summers, 
counselor to the Treasury Secretary 
and Treasury Secretary in the 
Obama administration, respectively, 
Biden bears a good share of the 
responsibility for not listening to their 
advice. Biden’s $1.9 trillion American 
Rescue plan was the “original sin” 
in Rattner’s words that inflamed the 
inflation crisis. 
 Summers believes that the bill 
could “set off inflationary pressures of 
a kind we have not seen in a generation, 
with consequences for the value of 
the dollar and financial stability.” 
Biden’s package came on the heels of 
President Trump’s prior distribution 
of stimulus payouts of over $2 trillion 
which was already considered too 
much by many Republicans.
 Even President Biden himself 
has admitted some fault, saying “The 
irony is people have more money 
now because of the first major piece 
of legislation I passed. The public 
got checks for $1,400. The public got 
checks for a whole range of things. 

If you’re a mom and you have kids 
under the age of 7, you get $300 a 
month and if it’s over 7 to 17, you’re 
getting $360 a month. It changes 
people’s lives. But what happens if 
there’s nothing to buy and there is 
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 Some people avoid 
adopting pit bulls because of 
the misconception that they are 
“killer dogs,” when in fact they 
are more likely to “kill” you 
with kisses. 
 Having rescued three 
pit bulls, I can tell you they 
each have their own unique 
personality, with one thing in 
common: they love to be loved. 
Pit bulls are intelligent, strong, 
agile, trainable, and, above all, 
super affectionate.
 My family rescued our 
first pit bull a year before I 
was born. She was four weeks 
old and found in a dumpster 
with the rest of her litter. 
They were warned that it was 
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 After 551 dark days, the stage lights on 
Broadway finally came back on. On March 12, 
2020, former New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
closed all 41 Broadway theaters due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Originally, the closures 
were planned to last 30 days, with hopes to reopen 
on April 12. The rise in cases and deaths caused 
Broadway to delay its reopening even further 
when New York City surpassed 1,000 COVID-19 
deaths on March 31, 2020. No one knew when, or 
if, Broadway would reopen. 
 The pandemic caused Broadway to lose millions 
of dollars. Thousands of theater workers lost their 
jobs. Many Broadway shows were either postponed 
or closed. The producers of “Mean Girls,” as well 
as the producers of Disney’s “Frozen,” announced 
that neither show, along with many other famous 
titles, would be returning to Broadway when 
theaters reopened. The new Michael Jackson 
musical, “MJ,” which was set to open for previews 
in July 2020, was postponed until 2021. Previews 
for “MJ” are now set to begin on December 6, and 
the show officially opens on February 22, 2022. 
Due to the pandemic, some productions decided to 
release live recordings of the shows. Lin-Manuel 
Miranda, creator of “Hamilton,” planned to release 
the original cast recording of “Hamilton” in late 
2021; however, due to the pandemic, the recording 
was released to Disney+ in early July 2020. 
 In May 2021, Cuomo announced that Broadway 
would be able to resume productions at full capacity 
in September 2021. The first show to reopen was 
Bruce Springsteen’s one-man show, “Springsteen on 
Broadway,” on June 26, nearly three months before 
Cuomo’s announced opening date. “Waitress” and 
“Hadestown” opened soon after. 
 The big reopening of Broadway finally arrived 
on September 14th, when four major shows 
resumed: “Chicago,” “Wicked,” “Hamilton,” and 
“The Lion King.” These shows made their opening 
nights one to remember, and audiences gathered 
in the streets to partake in the celebration. The 

longest-running Broadway show, “The Phantom 
of the Opera,” reopened on October 22. The cast 
and guests celebrated with a pre-show party, a 
red carpet and gifts for opening night audience 
members. Many special guests came to experience 
the re-opening nights of Broadway shows. 
 To prevent further shutdowns, Broadway has 
enacted strict COVID-19 protocols. All cast, crew, 
staff, and members of the audience must be fully 
vaccinated and wear a mask for the entirety of 
the shows. Current New York Gov. Kathy Hochul 
attended the reopening. In an interview with 
Spectrum News NY1, Hochul stated, “[Broadway 
was] truly the hardest hit. They were the first to close 
and the last to reopen. That’s a lot of people — the 
costume designers, the set people, the production 
people, the carpenters as well as the performers and 
actors and actresses. It’s been really brutal.” Even 
with protocols, the reopening has been hard. The 
September 29 showing of “Aladdin” was canceled 

due to COVID-19 cases within the cast and staff, 
even with testing and strict protocols. Luckily, the 
show was only closed for one day.
 Along with the reopening of Broadway 
theaters, the TKTs booth reopened as well. At the 
TKTs booth, theatergoers can purchase discounted 
same-day tickets to Broadway and off-Broadway 
shows. According to Miranda, “It’s one thing to 
see something on the screen. And I’m thrilled 
‘Hamilton’ was available on a screen in a time when 
we couldn’t go to a theater. But I’m even more 
thrilled that now it can be experienced the way it 
was meant to be, live in front of an audience, the 
final collaborator every night.” 
 After its longest shutdown ever, audience 
members and theater workers are flooding the streets 
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PROVEN CAREERS THAT MATTER.
TRANSFER TO USCIENCES.
USciences graduates prove themselves,  
every day, in rewarding, in-demand careers:

#1 in PA, NJ, DE and Top 10 in U.S. for Return on Investment 
40 years after enrollment among private four-year institutions
(A First Try at ROI: Ranking 4,500 Colleges, Georgetown University, 2019)

With lower simplified tuition, a USciences degree is also a proven investment.

Learn more: Speak with your advisor or contact us at  
transfer@usciences.edu or 888-996-8747.

Fall Open House:  
Oct. 16, Nov. 13 
USciences.edu/TransferOH

Virtual Decision Day:  
Nov. 19
USciences.edu/VirtualDecision
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 It is no secret that the National 
Basketball Association has been 
looking to add more teams. In fact, the 
expansion talk has been heating up 
once again, with NBA commissioner 
Adam Silver stating that “it is sort of 
the manifest destiny of the league that 
it expands at some point.”
 The last expansion team to 
emerge was the Charlotte Hornets in 
2004. Some suitors say they really 
want a team in the future. But is there 
a reason to expand the league right 
now? And if so, what cities should 
get the chance to have a team of their 
own?
 Of course, there are people 
around the NBA who do not seem to 
like the possibility of adding more 
teams to the league. As of right now, 
there are 30 teams in the NBA, so 
lots of league executives and players 
believe the schedule would be even 
more exhausting with more teams. 
With more teams come more games, 
more traveling, and more injuries. 
 But the truth is that Adam Silver 
as well as most people running the 
NBA think it is of vital importance to 
expand. Due to the league’s massive 
financial losses taken during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the economic 
benefits of having two (or maybe even 
more) teams added to the association 
will be huge. “It is an economic issue 
and it is a competitive issue for us. 
So, it is one that we’ll continue to 
study, but we are spending a little bit 
more time on it than we were pre-
pandemic,” Silver said, indicating 

how the pandemic is indeed part of 
the decision thought process.
 What teams would make sense to 






