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	 As a new semester 
started at Montgomery 
County Community College 
in September, fresh faces 
appeared on campus with 
new ambitions and goals 
set for the future. New 
students tried to make their 
way, adjusting to college, 
whereas others were already 
in the swing of things. And, 
from semester to semester, 
the truths are the same.
	 At the College, there 
was a vast array of students 
who had just started classes 
and also many students who 
had been on campus in the 
semesters prior. 
	 First-year students 
seemed to have a grasp on 
�F�R�O�O�H�J�H���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���¿�U�V�W���I�H�Z��
weeks. First-year student 
Alex Bucio, majoring in 
Liberal Studies, says he 
chose the College “a warm-
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	 At the start of the 2024 spring semester, 
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�H�U�H���Q�R�W�L�¿�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H���R�I���$�U�W�V���L�Q��
Dance degree program was no longer going to be 
offered to students. While the dance department has 
had to undergo changes caused by this decision, it 
has still proven to be an active, creative outlet for 
students at the College. 
	 Currently, what is left of the 63-credit program 
are two dance-related courses that are available 
for enrollment: Fundamentals of Modern Dance 
and Fundamentals of Hip Hop Dance. The former 
one-credit Dance Performance Ensemble class is 
now only offered as a club. While the class was 
still active, students could participate as noncredit 
club members. 
	 To keep the spirit of the program alive, the 
club continues to hold its fall and spring dance 
concerts, to highlight all original choreography 
by students at the College. These are fully 
produced dance concerts with lighting, routines, 
and costumes, and they are open to all members 
of the College community.
	 The program’s mission had been to encourage 
the student body to foster collaboration, creativity, 
and leadership. Students could learn the art of 
creating original choreography and improvisation, 
while also gaining knowledge of dance theory. 
	 The brain behind the creation of the expressive 
program is its founder, Melinda Copel, who served 
as the coordinator of the dance department from 
2004 to 2023, when she retired. 
	 Copel earned her Ed.D. with a dance focus at 
Temple University. Copel then went on to pursue 
several teaching positions at Widener University, 
and Rutgers University. 

	 Following Copel’s retirement, Heather 
Dougherty became the acting coordinator of the 
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Asking for help from a tutor can be intimidating, especially when they may be a stranger. That’s why The Montgazette wants to do its part by introducing some 
�R�I���W�K�H���W�X�W�R�U�V���\�R�X���F�D�Q���¿�Q�G���K�H�U�H���D�W���0�R�Q�W�J�R�P�H�U�\���&�R�X�Q�W�\���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���&�R�O�O�H�J�H�����7�X�W�R�U�L�Q�J���L�V���R�I�I�H�U�H�G���E�R�W�K���L�Q���S�H�U�V�R�Q���D�Q�G���R�Q�O�L�Q�H�����V�R�����F�K�R�R�V�H���Z�K�L�F�K�H�Y�H�U���P�H�W�K�R�G���¿�W�V���\�R�X�U��
needs and schedule. You can go to mc3.edu/tutoring to learn more about the College’s free online 24/7 tutoring services and schedule a session today. If you are 
�L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G���L�Q���E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J���D���W�X�W�R�U�����J�R���W�R���P�F�����H�G�X���W�X�W�R�U�L�Q�J���W�R�G�D�\���W�R���V�W�D�U�W���W�K�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�����6�H�H���E�H�O�R�Z���W�R���³�P�H�H�W�´���W�K�U�H�H���R�I���\�R�X�U���&�R�O�O�H�J�H���W�X�W�R�U�V��

Meet the tutors

�*�U�D�F�H���,�¿�H�J�E�X
Peer Tutor

Chemistry, Biology, Spanish

What most impresses you about Montco students?
I am most impressed by the resiliency shown by 
Montco students. They put a lot of effort toward their 
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TO FINISHING
YOUR DEGREE

www.kutztown.edu/transfer
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OPINION 	 Everyone in the news 

media recognizes that there 

are problems with diversity in 

the journalism world, but how 

will we alter this trajectory? 

�$•Q�G���Z�K�H�U�H�����V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D•O•O•\�����D•U�H���W�K�H��

diverse and minority reporters?

	 Journalism still feels like 

it is dominated by middle-class 

heterosexual white men, even 

today, where there are multitudes 

of diverse minorities well 

�T•X�D•O•L�¿�H�G���W�R���Z�R�U�N���L�Q���W�H�O�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q����

newspapers and radio. 

	 A s  t h e  i n d u s t r y  h a s  

e v o l v e d ,  s o  h a v e  w e .  T h e r e  a r e  

e v e n  m o r e  a v e n u e s  f o r  d i g i t a l  

j o u r n a l i s m  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e .  

W e  m i n o r i t i e s ,  L G B T Q  a n d  

� G � L � Y � H � U � V � H � �� S � U � R � I � H � V � V � L � R � Q � D • O • V � �� V � W � L • O • O • �� ¿ � J � K � W � �

a n  u p h i l l  b a t t l e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  

i n t o  t h e  i n d u s t r y  a n d  s c o r e  t h a t  

d r e a m  j o b .  

	 To become a journalist, it 

helps to be well-educated and 

well-connected. However, there 

are other options. We can get a 

college education, use self-help 

books, or even take training 

courses offered by the U.S. 

Press Association. We even add 

value to our careers by becoming 

bilingual and multilingual. We 

join networking organizations; 

�Z�H���¿�Q�G���D•��P�H�Q�W�R�U����

	 But why is it so hard to 

diversify in journalism? Well, 

it’s not that we aren’t intelligent 

enough, but many have said that 

getting an entry-level job in a 

newsroom is no simple task. 

Positions that are truly open to the 

public are hard to come by, and 

when one pops up, competition 

�L�V���V�F�D•U�\�����6�R�����Z�H���P•X�V�W���¿�J�X�U�H���R�X�W��

what it takes to land a career in 

the journalism industry now. 

	 T o  d i v e r s i f y  t h e  i n d u s t r y  

a s  m i n o r i t i e s ,  j o u r n a l i s t s  n e e d  

t o  b e  c l e v e r  a n d  c o n s i s t e n t l y  

p e r s i s t e n t .  W h i l e  t h e  m e d i a  

i n d u s t r y  h a s  e v o l v e d  i n  a  

d r a m a t i c  w a y  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  

d e c a d e  o r  s o ,  t h e  d e m o g r a p h i c  

c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  n e w s r o o m s  

h a s n ’ t .  N u m b e r s  p r e s e n t e d  b y  

t h e  R a d i o  T e l e v i s i o n  D i g i t a l  

N e w s  A s s o c i a t i o n  s h o w  t h a t  a l l  

m i n o r i t y  g r o u p s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  

2 2 . 4 %  o f  t e l e v i s i o n  j o u r n a l i s t s ,  

1 3 %  o f  r a d i o  j o u r n a l i s t s ,  a n d  

1 3 - 3 4 %  o f  j o u r n a l i s t s  a t  d a i l y  

n e w s p a p e r s .   T h a t  i s  u p s e t t i n g  

b e c a u s e  m i n o r i t i e s  m a k e  u p  

3 7 . 4 %  o f  t h e  U . S .  p o p u l a t i o n ,  

a n d  t h a t  s h a r e  i s  r a p i d l y  

g r o w i n g .  

	 There’s still room for 

opportunity and growth, but 

minorities are not facing their 

struggle alone. There are also 

organizations such as the National 

Association of Black Journalists, 

LGBT activist groups and the National Association of Hispanic 

Journalists who help to support 

those new to the industry. 

	 In 1986 “The Oprah Winfrey 

�6�K�R�Z�´���Z�D•V���E•U�R�D•G�F�D•V�W���Q�D•W�L�R�Q�D•O•O•\��

�I�R�U���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���W�L�P�H�����,�W���Z�D•V���D•��K�X�J�H��

success, and Winfrey’s daytime 

television talk show turned her 

into one of the most powerful, 

wealthy people in show business 

— and possibly one of the most 

�L�Q�À•X�H�Q�W�L�D•O•��Z�R�P�H�Q���L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D•����,��

found one of her interviews with 

Mike Wallace to be fascinating. She always believed she would 

be successful, and it didn’t end 

there. We all can have what it takes, if we believe.OpinionMinority repor ters: Believe!Marc Regen 

The Montgazette Contributor
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	 The social media platform that 
gained all its popularity during the 
pandemic, and became one of the 
main sources not only for new trends 
to follow but also for news and 
relevant information — TikTok — 
is now facing a possible ban in the 
United States of America for allegedly 
jeopardizing the safety of its users’ 
personal data. 
	 In the beginning, when TikTok was 
still a much newer app, many people 
saw it as a joke, but the quick sharing of 
information on the platform has drawn 
all kinds of people to it. For better or for 
worse, TikTok became the number one 
app that Americans use and download 
daily, according to Statista.
	 But this may be coming to an 
end. NPR reports, “The [U.S.] House 
passed a bill that would require 
ByteDance, the parent company of 
TikTok, to sell the app or face a ban 
�R�Q���8���6�����G�H�Y�L�F�H�V���´��
	 �7�K�L�V���L�V���Q�R�W���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���W�K�H���8���6����
government has challenged TikTok: 
In 2020, under former-President 
Donald Trump’s administration, the 
app faced a shutdown attempt due to 
the fear of the Chinese government 
having possession of American 
data and the fear of communist 
propaganda interfering with the U.S. 
elections processes. 
	 Social media platforms, 
especially TikTok, are among the 
�¿�U�V�W�� �V�R�X�U�F�H�V�� �R�I�� �Q�H�Z�V�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�Y�L�H�Z�V�� �R�I��
an incredible number of products 
and places. However, if the Senate 

clears the TikTok ban bill and makes 
its use illegal, where would all this 
information be found? 
	 There is no guarantee that every 
American will erase the app from 
their phones as soon as it gets banned, 
and the people who rely on TikTok 
�¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �Z�L�O�O�� �O�L�N�H�O�\�� �¿�Q�G�� �D�� �Z�D�\�� �W�R��
still use the app by getting a VPN 
(virtual private network) or stretching 
its use until it slowly dies. The app will 
crash regularly since it will be pulled 
out of the App Store for Apple and 
the Google Store for Android, making 
its updates and future downloads 
impossible. Its web access will also 
be restricted nationwide. 
	 TikTok, as a company, has stated 
that the possible banning of the video-
sharing app would be a violation of 
free speech. Many people before came 
forward fearing TikTok’s use of their 
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	 The Philadelphia Phillies have very high 
expectations coming into the 2024 Major League 
�%�D�V�H�E�D�O�O���V�H�D�V�R�Q�����$�I�W�H�U���¿�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J�������������R�Q�O�\���R�Q�H���Z�L�Q��
away from the World Series, the team is primed to 
get over that hump and win the whole thing for the 
�¿�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���L�Q���������\�H�D�U�V����
	 The Phillies began building this World-Series-
worthy roster almost immediately. They started by 
re-signing pitcher Aaron Nola to a huge 7-year, 
$172 million dollar deal. Nola admittedly did not 
have the best season last year, struggling with 
�W�K�H���Q�H�Z���S�L�W�F�K���F�O�R�F�N���U�X�O�H���D�Q�G���¿�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�U��
season with a 4.46 earned run average (ERA). But 
Nola seemed to turn a corner come playoff time, 
�¿�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�� �P�X�F�K�� �P�R�U�H�� �U�H�V�S�H�F�W�D�E�O�H�� �(�5�$�� �R�I��
2.35 in the 2023 playoffs. That to me, and I assume 
the Phillies, ended up being a huge reason Nola 
got the deal he did. 
	 The next move the Phillies made came a few 
months later when the team signed super utility player 
�:�K�L�W�� �0�H�U�U�L�¿�H�O�G�� �W�R�� �D�� �R�Q�H���\�H�D�U�� ������ �P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� �F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W����
This deal, in my opinion, was one of, if not the best, 
�W�K�L�Q�J�V�� �W�K�H�� �3�K�L�O�O�L�H�V�� �I�U�R�Q�W�� �R�I�¿�F�H�� �G�L�G�� �W�K�L�V�� �R�I�I�V�H�D�V�R�Q����
�0�H�U�U�L�¿�H�O�G���L�V���W�K�H���S�H�U�I�H�F�W���J�X�\���I�R�U���W�K�H���3�K�L�O�O�L�H�V���R�I�I�H�Q�V�H��
for one crucial reason: All the guy does is hit. 
	 The career .284 batting average hitter spent 

most of his time in the major leagues with the 
Kansas City Royals, a team that hasn’t even sniffed 
the playoffs in almost a decade. Because of that, the 
team’s lineup stinks. The reason this is noteworthy 
�L�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���0�H�U�U�L�¿�H�O�G���Z�D�V���X�V�X�D�O�O�\���W�K�H���E�H�V�W���R�I�I�H�Q�V�L�Y�H��
player on that team, prompting opponents to choose 
to pitch around him. 
	 With an already elite lineup consisting of 
Trea Turner, Bryce Harper and so many more, a 
�S�L�W�F�K�H�U���M�X�V�W���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���S�L�W�F�K���D�U�R�X�Q�G���0�H�U�U�L�¿�H�O�G���E�H�F�D�X�V�H��
then they’ll have to worry about guys like Kyle 
Schwarber hitting a ball 500 feet and driving 
�K�L�P�V�H�O�I���D�Q�G���0�H�U�U�L�¿�H�O�G���K�R�P�H��
	 The last big move the Phillies made was 
signing pitcher Zack Wheeler to an extension. 
Wheeler was due to be a free agent at the end of 
the year, so the Phillies had to retain the ace of 
the staff, and they did exactly that. On March 4th, 
the Phillies announced that they and Wheeler had 
agreed to a new 3-year deal. This keeps him in 
Philly for the prime of his career, which is a win 
for both sides. 
	 Because of all this, I think this year is one of 
the Phillies’ best shots in long time to win a trophy 
for the city of Philadelphia, and I frankly cannot 
wait for the season to start! 

	 For more Philly sports coverage and opinion, 
you can listen to Jesse Cherone on Sports on Broad, 
9 AM EST Wednesday mornings on Montco Radio 
and follow on Instagram @sportsonbroad.

Phillies branded water bottle 
on a white board on March 25, 2024.

(Photo / TJ Grumm)

Opinion

2024 Phillies preview
Jesse Cherone

The Montgazette Contributor

	 According to USA Today, TikTok stated, 
“We are hopeful that the Senate will consider 
the facts, listen to their constituents, and realize 
the impact on the economy, 7 million small 
businesses, and the 170 million Americans 
�Z�K�R���X�V�H���R�X�U���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���´��
	 TikTok’s CEO, Shou Zi Chew, commented, 
“I encourage you to keep sharing your stories. 

Share them with your friends, share them with 
your family, share them with your senators. 
�3�U�R�W�H�F�W���\�R�X�U���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O���U�L�J�K�W�V���´��
	 The future is very uncertain for TikTok 
now, and if the ban were to happen, then the 
bigger tech companies would keep getting 
larger, as in the case of Meta. Instagram 
Reels and YouTube Shorts will become the 

new short-form content videos available, 
enabling Meta to rule every other social 
media platform. Since another big tech 
company cannot buy TikTok because of the 
Biden Administration’s strong antitrust law 
enforcement, which prevents these companies 
from getting even bigger, everything is in the 
hands of the Senate.

TikTok
Continued from Page 11. 
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